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Why are women (not) angry:

Misunderstanding
my own feminism

by STEPHANIE VAN BATUM |

ralong time [ misunderstood feminism.
IFgenounCed the label feminist’ because
of my presumptions about what it meant.
whenever I heard feminist’I imagined
g humorless woman who was very angry,
mostly at men, who perhaps had a strong
presence of armpit air and was burning
pras — a stereotype for many that is hard to
get rid of. Personally, I felt excluded from
the ‘feminist club’as I saw myself as someone
who got along well with men who enjoyed
rap music and liked wearing makeup and high
heels. It felt like other feminists would judge
me for it. As if I was ‘doing feminism wrong’.
It took me a lot of time, conversations, re-

search and eventually making a performance

to start changing my opinions and to (re)
define feminism for myself. -

to make a feminist piece I expected it to
be somewhat negative: on how hard being a |
woman is and how we can never live up to :
expectations with role models like Beyoncé.
However, the opposite happened! The piece
became a positive message about embracing
and celebrating womanhood. I learned
standing up for myself and that supporting
other women is important. I understood

one can be sexy and feminist at the same time
and the way we look or dress does not deva-
lue your political views. Feminism should be
inclusive and not polarize by saying who is

doing feminism right or wrong.

In 2016, I started to create a lecture pgrfo#_.i 7'.]’, St

mance called “Don’t Worry Be Yoncé”.
Inspired by the Singer and pop-icon B
Knowles who is described as a diva, qt
sex bomb, mother, business womc
inist - #FLAWLESS. I said to my)




